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Abstract
Steady and unsteady diﬀusion equations, with stochastic diﬀusivity coeﬃcient and forcing term, are modeled in two
dimensions by means of stochastic spectral representations. Problem data and solution variables are expanded using the
Polynomial Chaos system. The approach leads to a set of coupled problems for the stochastic modes. Spatial ﬁnitediﬀerence discretization of these coupled problems results in a large system of equations, whose dimension necessitates
the use of iterative approaches in order to obtain the solution within a reasonable computational time. To accelerate the
convergence of the iterative technique, a multigrid method, based on spatial coarsening, is implemented. Numerical
experiments show good scaling properties of the method, both with respect to the number of spatial grid points and the
stochastic resolution level.
 2003 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction
Developments in the ﬁeld of computational mechanics and physics are enabling the solution of increasingly more realistic engineering problems. These advances take advantage of (i) enhanced computational capabilities––including parallel platforms and parallel techniques; (ii) elaborate models to handle
more physical eﬀects with less approximation of the system dynamics; and (iii) the development of numerical methods to reduce computational time and/or improve accuracy. As with many other ﬁelds, the
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ﬁeld of computational stochastic mechanics has beneﬁted from such recent developments, and reached a
level of maturity that allows for simulations that provide meaningful predictions to problems involving
uncertain data [36]. Computational stochastic mechanics is particularly attractive in engineering sciences
and physics, where the system to be analyzed can rarely be characterized exactly, while numerical methods
usually require deterministic inputs. The present work takes place in this context.
Uncertainties in simulations of mechanical systems can be related to an inexact knowledge of the system
geometry (e.g. [4,32]), boundary and initial conditions (e.g. [23,24,43]), external forcing (e.g. [18]), physical
properties, or model parameters. Uncertainties can sometimes be due to measurement diﬃculties or to the
intrinsic randomness of the processes, as in the case of heterogeneous media [14,15,29]. In order to deal with
these uncertainties, distinct computational strategies have emerged, including Monte Carlo simulations
(MCS) [25] and the integration of stochastic diﬀerential equations (SDE) [17,20], or a blend of the two. In
MCS, the response surface of the random process is estimated by computing the deterministic responses of
the system for a (large) set of distinct conditions that appropriately sample the uncertainty domain. In
contrast, integration of the SDE governing the system is usually more diﬃcult than the corresponding deterministic problem. Usually, integration of the SDE is achieved approximately, through statistical
linearizations, asymptotic expansions, perturbation methods or truncated spectral representations. In the
present study, uncertainty is taken into account by means of spectral expansions along the stochastic dimensions using Polynomial Chaos (PC) representations [5,42]. This representation is used to obtain a full
statistical characterization of the response, in contrast with the other cited approaches which are usually
limited to the very ﬁrst statistical moments. Moreover, the spectral representation is now well established.
Over the last few years, this technique has been successfully applied in various settings, including both solid
and ﬂuid mechanics [14,18,19,21,23,24,26,28,29,33,36–38].
In this work, we focus on a ‘‘generic’’ diﬀusion problem for a quantity u, with a random, spatially varying isotropic diﬀusion coeﬃcient k, inside a two-dimensional domain D. The general form of the governing equation for this problem can be expressed as:
a

ouðx; t; hÞ
¼ $  ½kðx; t; hÞ$uðx; t; hÞ þ sðx; t; hÞ;
ot

ð1Þ

where a ¼ 0, 1 in the steady and unsteady cases, respectively, s is a given stochastic source term, and hðxÞ
denotes the stochastic character of the solution. The formulation is completed by specifying boundary
conditions for u (generally Neumann or Dirichlet conditions), as well as an initial condition in the unsteady
case. The elliptic form of Eq. (1) has been thoroughly analyzed from the mathematical point of view; see for
instance [3,7,20,40].
Our current interest in an eﬃcient solution method for Eq. (1) comes from the simulation of reacting
electrochemical microchannel ﬂow [9], where the steady form of the equation governs the electric ﬁeld.
There, u is the electrostatic ﬁeld potential, k is the electrical conductivity, and s is the charge accumulation
due to diﬀusion of dissociated species (ions). k and s are expressed as:
X
X
k ¼ F2
z2i li ci ;
s¼F
zi $  ðDi rci Þ;
ð2Þ
where F is the Faraday constant, zi , li , Di and ci are the charge number, electrophoretic mobility, molar
diﬀusivity and molar concentration of the species i respectively [35]. Eq. (1) becomes stochastic whenever k,
s or the initial/boundary conditions on u are uncertain. In addition to this speciﬁc example, Eq. (1) appears,
by itself or as part of a larger system, in the formulation of many problems involving gradient diﬀusion
processes [9,19–21,23,26,33,37], as well as a variety of problems such as 1D-linear elasticity problems [10]
and electromagnetism [38]. Therefore, an abstract study in a broader context than electrochemical ﬂow is
well justiﬁed.
A major diﬃculty in the solution of Eq. (1) concerns the representation of the stochastic diﬀusivity and
source ﬁelds, and of the solution itself. As stated before, we will make use of spectral representations [17]
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for this purpose. For brevity, but without loss of generality, the diﬀusivity ﬁeld will be represented in terms
of the Karhunen–Loeve (KL) expansion, which is assumed to be known. Following the discussion above,
this enables us to avoid describing the auxiliary problem of explicitly modeling the uncertainty in k, and
consequently focus our attention on the solution for u, which is sought in terms of its PC representation
[17,20,36]. While the source term s may also be given in terms of a KL representation or more generally by
a PC expansion, we will restrict our attention in the numerical tests to the case where s  0, i.e. to the
homogeneous form of Eq. (1). For the purpose of the present construction, this enables us to avoid unnecessary details associated with setting up a stochastic source ﬁeld. Both of these restrictions, however,
can be easily relaxed within the framework of the construction.
One potential drawback of the spectral approach is that the size of the system of equations that needs to
be solved grows rapidly as the number of stochastic dimensions increases. Speciﬁcally, the size of the
stochastic system scales with the number of spectral-expansion modes retained in the computation, which
increases rapidly with the number of dimensions and with the order of the expansion. Furthermore, since
the equations governing the uncertainty modes are generally coupled, the CPU time needed to solve the
stochastic system can increase rapidly with system size. This poses a serious computational challenge, which
requires the development of eﬃcient solvers [30,31,34]. The present study speciﬁcally aims at this objective,
in the context of the generic formulation given in Eq. (1). Speciﬁcally, we describe the adaptation of a
(deterministic) multigrid (MG) technique [41] for the solution of the system of equations arising from the
ﬁnite-diﬀerence discretization of the spectral representation of the stochastic diﬀusion equation.
This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we recall the basic concepts and properties of the PC
expansion of a stochastic process. Using these concepts, the stochastic spectral formulation of Eq. (1) is
derived in Section 3 and the diﬃculties inherent to the solution of the spectral equations are discussed.
Next, the ﬁnite-diﬀerence discretization of the stochastic system is introduced (Section 4), and an iterative
technique is proposed to solve the resulting set of equations. In Section 5, a multigrid technique, based on
spatial coarsening, is developed to improve the convergence rate of the previous iterative method. The
multigrid algorithm is applied to selected test problems in Section 6, and the tests are used to examine its
eﬃciency and scalability properties. Major ﬁndings are summarized in Section 7.

2. Polynomial Chaos representation
2.1. Spectral representation
In this section, the spectral representation of the stochastic process uðx; t; hÞ by means of the PC system is
introduced. We consider the case where the uncertainty is due to a set of N independent (uncorrelated)
stochastic parameters. The problem is then said to possess N stochastic dimensions, denoted by n1 ; . . . ; nN ,
which are considered as generators of new dimensions (in addition to the space and time dimensions) in the
solution process. Thus we have h  fn1 ; . . . nN g. Noting that u is a non-linear functional of its stochastic
argument h, it is natural to look for an orthogonal expansion of u in terms of the random variables ni ,
i ¼ 1; . . . ; N . This idea has lead to the concepts of homogeneous chaos and of PC expansions [5,17,42], in
the case of Gaussian variables. The case of non-Gaussian measures is discussed in [12,13], but will not be
considered here.
The dependence of uðx; t; hÞ on its stochastic arguments is approximated with the following truncated
expansion:
uðx; t; hÞ ¼

P
X
k¼0

uk ðx; tÞWk ðhÞ;

ð3Þ
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where uk are deterministic coeﬃcients and fW0 ; . . . ; WP g is a (truncated) orthogonal basis consisting of
multidimensional Hermite polynomials in ni . The truncation is such that the degree of the polynomials is at
most equal to N0 , the order of the expansion. The total number of modes, P þ 1, depends on N and N0 ,
according to [8]:
P þ1¼

ðN þ N0 Þ!
:
N !N0 !

ð4Þ

The orthogonality of the spectral basis fWk ; k ¼ 0; . . . ; P g on which u is expanded is deﬁned with respect to
the inner product:
Z
Z


Wi Wj     Wi ðhÞWj ðhÞgðn1 Þ    gðnn Þ dn1    dnn ;
ð5Þ
where
2

en =2
gðnÞ ¼ pﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃ
2p

ð6Þ

is the Gaussian measure. Since h is a Gaussian vector, inner products (Eq. (5)) and higher moments can be
eﬃciently computed using moment formulas [22], based on a straightforward generalization of Gauss
quadrature in one spatial dimension [1].
2.2. PC expansions of ﬁeld variables
In general, all ﬁeld variables may exhibit a stochastic character and should therefore be represented with
PC expansions. In particular, the diﬀusivity and source ﬁelds can be expressed as:
kðx; t; hÞ ¼

P
X

kk ðx; tÞWk ðhÞ;

k¼0

sðx; t; hÞ ¼

P
X

sk ðx; tÞWk ðhÞ;

ð7Þ

k¼0

respectively. Clearly, if k and s are deterministic, then all modes with index k > 0 vanish identically. When
this is not the case, the solution process u immediately admits a stochastic character, even when the
boundary and, if relevant, initial conditions are deterministic.
The formulation above is quite general, and enables us to accommodate situations where the initial and
boundary conditions on u, the diﬀusivity ﬁeld, k, and source ﬁeld, s, are all uncertain. While the general case
may be of interest, its treatment would require a detailed analysis of the source of uncertainty, which would
distract from the present objective. Thus, in order to limit the scope of the simulations, while at the same
time provide a meaningful test to the solver below, we restrict our attention to the case of a random diffusivity, deterministic boundary conditions, and vanishing source ﬁeld. The diﬀusivity k is assumed to be
given by a Gaussian process with an exponentially decaying covariance function:
Cðx; x0 Þ ¼ r2k exp 

kx  x0 k
;
Lc

ð8Þ

where Lc is the correlation length and rk is the standard deviation. We then use KL expansion [16,27] to
express kðxÞ as:
kðxÞ ¼ k þ

1 pﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃ
X
bk kk ðxÞnk ;

ð9Þ

k¼1

where k is the mean value, nk are uncorrelated Gaussian variables with zero mean and unit variance, while
bk and kk are, respectively, the eigenvalues and eigenfunctions appearing in the spectral representation of C:
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Cðx; x0 Þ ¼

1
X

bk kk ðxÞkk ðx0 Þ:
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ð10Þ

k¼1

Note that, in general, k may vary in space, but we shall restrict our attention in the computations below to
the case of a uniform mean value.
In the computations below, the eigenvalues and eigenfunctions are obtained with the Galerkin procedure
described in [14–16]. The eigenvalues, all positive, are arranged in decreasing magnitude, and the KL expansion is truncated after the ﬁrst N terms. Also note that the ﬁrst N Polynomial Chaoses coincide with the
normalized Gaussian variables nk , i.e. Wk ðhÞ ¼ nk for k ¼ 1; . . . ; N . Thus, the KL representation of k can be
formally viewed as a special case of a PC representation (Eq. (7)) in which polynomials of degree larger
than one have vanishing coeﬃcient. Diﬀerent cases are considered by varying rk and Lc , and analyzing their
eﬀect on the performance of the solver.

3. Continuous formulation and time discretization
3.1. Stochastic spectral diﬀusion equation
Introducing the PC expansions of the diﬀusivity, source and solution ﬁelds into the diﬀusion equation
(1), one gets:
a

P
P X
P
P
X
X
X
ouk
Wk ¼
Wl Wm $  ½kl ðx; tÞ$um ðx; tÞ þ
sk ðx; tÞWk :
ot
k¼0
l¼0 m¼0
k¼0

ð11Þ

Then, multiplying this equation by Wi , evaluating its expectation and taking into account the orthogonality
of the PC basis, we obtain:
a

P X
P
oui ðx; tÞ X
¼
Milm $  ½kl ðx; tÞ$um ðx; tÞ þ si ðx; tÞ for i ¼ 0; . . . ; P :
ot
l¼0 m¼0

ð12Þ

The multiplication tensor
Milm 

hWi Wl Wm i
hWi Wi i

ð13Þ

is independent of the solution, and is therefore computed and stored during a pre-processing stage. A multidimensional Gauss-quadrature approach [22] is used for this purpose. The tensor M is sparse with a
structure that depends on the order of the PC expansion and on the number of stochastic dimensions. The
sparse nature of M comes from the fact that many of the triple products Wi Wj Wk , have vanishing expectation. For instance, due to orthogonality hW0 Wi Wj i ¼ di;j hW2i i. Also note that the triple product Wi Wj Wk
can be written as the product of 1D polynomials, according to:
Wi Wj Wk ðn1 ; . . . ; nN Þ ¼

N
Y

q
pijk
ðnq Þ;

ð14Þ

q¼1
q
ðnq Þ is a triple product of 1D Hermite polynomials. Thus, in order for hWi Wj Wk i to vanish, it is
where pijk
q
suﬃcient that only one pijk
has vanishing expectation. On the other hand, M is generally not diagonal
(except for N0 ¼ 0), which leads to coupling between the ui modes. An immediate consequence of this
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coupling is an increase in the size of the resulting system of equations to be solved, compared to the deterministic case.
For unsteady problems, the use of an explicit time integration scheme for Eq. (12), as proposed in [23] in
the context of the Navier–Stokes equations, leads to a simple algorithm that requires direct evaluation of
the coupling terms. The use of explicit time-schemes has shown its eﬃciency for transient computations, but
explicit stability restrictions on the time step can prove prohibitive on ﬁne grids. For steady-state problems,
a pseudo-transient approach may also be conceived, but in this case as well stability restrictions may lead to
poor computational eﬃciency. Consequently, the development of an eﬃcient numerical solver for the
coupled system of equations is needed. This approach is adopted in the development below.
3.2. Boundary and initial conditions
Boundary conditions, and, when relevant, initial conditions, are needed to solve Eq. (12). These are also
implemented in a ‘‘weak sense’’, i.e. the boundary conditions are also projected onto the PC basis, leading
to explicit conditions for each of the ui Õs. As noted in the introduction, the boundary conditions in the
present study can be either of the Neumann or Dirichlet type. For brevity, we assume here that the
boundary conditions are deterministic; an example of the use of uncertain boundary conditions is given in
[24]. Denoting by oDD and oDN the part of the boundaries of D where Dirichlet and Neumann conditions
apply, respectively, the boundary conditions for all modes are given by:
u0 ðx; tÞ ¼ uD ðx; tÞ; ui2½1;P  ðx; tÞ ¼ 0
ou0
ðx; tÞ ¼ g0N ðx; tÞ;
on

8x 2 oDD ;

ouk
ðx; tÞ ¼ 0; k ¼ 1; . . . ; P
on

ð15Þ
8x 2 oDN ;

ð16Þ

where n denotes the direction normal to the boundary.
Note that for steady problems involving only Neumann conditions, the modes of the source ﬁeld must
satisfy the integral constraints
Z
Z X
P
sk ðxÞ dx ¼
Mkl0 kl g0N ds for k ¼ 1; . . . ; P :
ð17Þ
D

oD l¼0

Here, ds is the surface element along oD. For unsteady problems, an initial condition for u is required. This
initial condition may be deterministic or uncertain. In the former case, we have
u0 ðx; t ¼ 0Þ ¼ u00 ðxÞ;

uk ðx; t ¼ 0Þ ¼ 0;

for k ¼ 1; . . . ; P :

ð18Þ

On the other hand, when the initial condition is uncertain, initial conditions for all the modes uk need to be
speciﬁed.
3.3. Implicit time discretization
A simple, generic, example of an implicit time integration method is the Euler backward scheme, whose
application to Eq. (12) results in the following semi-discrete form:
P X
P
a nþ1 X
a
nþ1
nþ1
ui 
Milm $  ½knþ1
ðxÞ þ uni ;
l ðxÞ$um  ¼ si
Dt
Dt
l¼0 m¼0

ð19Þ

where Dt is the time step and the superscripts refer to the time level. In the following, the dependence of k
and s on time is dropped, since these ﬁelds are assumed to be given.
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4. Finite-diﬀerence discretization
4.1. Spatial discretization
Let D  ½0; L  ½0; H  be a rectangular domain discretized in a set of Nx  Ny non-overlapping cells with
uniform size Dx ¼ L=Nx and Dy ¼ H =Ny in the x- and y-directions. We denote by ðUÞi;j , for i ¼ 1; . . . ; Nx
and j ¼ 1; . . . ; Ny the cell-averaged value of U, so that
Z iDx Z jDy
1
ðUÞi;j 
UðxÞ dx dy;
ð20Þ
DxDy ði1ÞDx ðj1ÞDy
where U stands for any of the ﬁeld variables uk , kk and sk . Using this convention, we rely on the following
centered, second-order spatial discretization of Eq. (19):
"
nþ1
P X
P
X
ðkl Þiþ1;j þ ðkl Þi;j ðunþ1
a nþ1
m Þiþ1;j  ðum Þi;j
ðuk Þi;j 
Mklm
Dt
2
Dx2
l¼0 m¼0
nþ1
ðkl Þi;j þ ðkl Þi1;j ðumnþ1 Þi;j  ðumnþ1 Þi1;j ðkl Þi;jþ1 þ ðkl Þi;j ðunþ1
m Þi;jþ1  ðum Þi;j
þ
2
Dx2
2
Dy 2
#
nþ1
nþ1
ðkl Þi;j þ ðkl Þi;j1 ðum Þi;j  ðum Þi;j1
a n
ðu Þ ; k ¼ 0; . . . ; P :

¼ ðsnþ1
k Þi;j þ
Dt k i;j
2
Dy 2



ð21Þ

The above equation can be re-cast in the following generic form:

P X
P
X
nþ1
nþ1
Mklm ðWl Þi;j ðunþ1
m Þiþ1;j þ ðEl Þi;j ðum Þi1;j þ ðNl Þi;j ðum Þi;jþ1
l¼0 m¼0


þ ðSl Þi;j ðumnþ1 Þi;j1 þ ðClk Þi;j ðumnþ1 Þi;j ¼ ðfknþ1 Þi;j ;

k ¼ 0; . . . ; P ;

ð22Þ

which shows that a linear system of Nx  Ny  ðP þ 1Þ equations must be solved in order to advance the
solution by one time step. Of course, in the steady case this system is solved only once, and the superscripts
indicating the time level are no longer needed.
4.1.1. Treatment of boundary conditions
Both Dirichlet and Neumann conditions are implemented using ghost cell techniques. For the case of
Dirichlet condition, a ghost cell is introduced at the mirror image with respect to the boundary point of the
neighboring interior cell. The value of the solution at the ghost cell is then determined by linearly extrapolating the solution from the interior, leading to a linear combination of the known value at the
boundary and the neighboring interior node. Using this relationship, the ghost variables are then eliminated
from the equation system. A similar approach is used in the case of a Neumann condition, based on expressing the known value of the normal derivative in terms of a second-order centered diﬀerence formula
involving the solution at the neighboring internal node and the corresponding ghost node. The resulting
relationship is then substituted into the equation system in order to eliminate the ghost variable. This
approach results in a modiﬁed system of the form

P X
P
X
nþ1
nþ1
e
e
e l Þ ðunþ1 Þ
Mklm ð W
i;j m
iþ1;j þ ð E l Þi;j ðum Þi1;j þ ð N l Þi;j ðum Þi;jþ1
l¼0 m¼0


e k Þ ðunþ1 Þ ¼ ðf~nþ1 Þ ;
þ ðe
S l Þi;j ðunþ1
Þ
þ
ð
C
l i;j m
k
m
i;j1
i;j
i;j

ð23Þ

where the tildes are used to indicate the modiﬁed values after implementation of the boundary conditions.
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4.2. Iterative method
Since the size of system (23) is large for most applications, iterative solution methods are preferred over
direct schemes. In this work, Gauss–Seidel iterations are used [39].
4.2.1. Outer iterations
ou
Let us denote by ð~
um Þi;j the estimate of ðunþ1
m Þi;j after the ou-th Gauss–Seidel iteration. This estimate can
be computed by applying the following algorithm, called outer iterations, in contrast with the inner iterations described later:
• Loop on ou (Gauss–Seidel index)
 For i ¼ 1 to Nx , do
For j ¼ 1 to Ny , do
ouþ1
Find ð~
uk Þi;j such that:
P X
P
X

ouþ1
e k Þ ð~
Mklm ð C
¼ ðf~kn Þi;j 
l i;j um Þi;j

l¼0 m¼0

P X
P
X



ou
e
e l Þ ð~
Mklm ð W
um Þouþ1
i1;j
i;j um Þiþ1;j þ ð E l Þi;j ð~

l¼0 m¼0
ou
ouþ1
e
e l Þ ð~
þ ðN
um Þi;j1
i;j um Þi;jþ1 þ ð S l Þi;j ð~
ou

 ðQk Þi;j ;



k ¼ 0; . . . ; P

ð24Þ

End of loop on j
 End of loop on i
• End of loop on ou
Thus,
ou

ou

ðRk Þi;j ¼ ðQk Þi;j 

P X
P
X

ou
e l Þ ð~
Mklm ð C
i;j um Þi;j

l¼0 m¼0

is the local residual of Eq. (24), for the kth mode, at the ou-th Gauss–Seidel iteration.
4.2.2. Inner iterations
For each point in space, Eq. (24) can be rewritten in vector form as:
1 0
2 PP
3 0
PP
ou 1
ouþ1
e
e
ðQ0 Þ
...
ð~
u0 Þ
l¼0 M00l ð C l Þ
l¼0 M0Pl ð C l Þ
C B .. C
6
7 B
..
..
..
..
A ¼ @ . A;
4
5@
.
.
.
.
PP
PP
ou
ouþ1
e lÞ . . .
e lÞ
ðQP Þ
ð~
uP Þ
MP 0l ð C
MPPl ð C
l¼0

ð25Þ

l¼0

where the grid-point indices have been dropped for clarity. Thus, at this stage, one has to solve a system of
ouþ1
P þ 1 equations to compute ð~
uk¼0;...;P Þi;j from Eq. (24). A standard relaxation method (SOR) [39] is employed for this purpose. Denoting by x the over-relaxation parameter, and by ½Akm  the system matrix
corresponding to (25), the iterations are performed according to:
• Loop over in (SOR index)
 Do k ¼ 0; . . . ; P
Compute a new estimate of ð~
uk Þ solution of Eq. (25) using
ð~
uk Þinþ1

x
¼ ð1  xÞð~
uk Þin þ
Akk

ðQk Þin 

k1
X
m¼0

Akm ð~
um Þinþ1 

P
X
m¼kþ1

!
Akm ð~
um Þin

ð26Þ
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 End of loop over k.
• End of loop over in.
Note that for convenience, the Gauss–Seidel index ou has been dropped in Eq. (26).
Remark. The above decomposition of the iterative scheme into outer and inner loops may appear artiﬁcial,
since a global iteration on the three-dimensional system for ðuknþ1 Þi;j could be constructed. However, in view
of the implementation of the multigrid scheme, which is based on spatial coarsening, it is found more
convenient to clearly distinguish the inner iterations––which locally update the spectral coeﬃcients of the
solution, from the outer iterations––which account for the spatial coupling. In addition, computational
tests (not shown) indicate that the convergence of the outer GS iteration is greatly improved when a more
accurate estimate of the exact solution of Eq. (25) is used.
4.3. Convergence of the iterative scheme
The eﬃciency of the overall iterative method proposed above is estimated through the convergence rate
of ð~
uÞou towards ðuÞnþ1 , as the number of iterations ou increases. This convergence rate depends on the
spectral radius of the system (23). Since Mklm does not depend on the solution variables or parameters, the
spectral radius is only a function of the stochastic diﬀusivity ﬁeld kðx; hÞ, of the time-step Dt (if relevant),
and of Dx and Dy. For the deterministic problem (P ¼ 0), it is known that ðkÞi;j P 0 for all i; j is necessary to
ensure convergence, and that the convergence rate deteriorates when a=Dt decreases. In the stochastic case,
the positivity of ki;j is not ensured for all possible realizations. On the other hand, the numerical experiences
in Section 6 indicate that the iterations converge when the coeﬃcient of variation (COV), rk =k, is suﬃcient
small. As COV increases, the convergence rate of the present iterative scheme deteriorates; convergence
fails above a critical value. These experiences appear to be consistent with the theoretical results in [2],
where uniformly distributed random variables were used to ensure positivity. In the latter case, it is shown
[2] that when COV is small, the solution exists and may be obtained by successive approximation.
The measure of convergence is obtained through the L2 -norm of the residual for a given mode l which is
expressed as:
(
)1=2
Ny
Nx X
X
2
Nl 
½ðRl Þi;j  DxDy
:
ð27Þ
i¼1

j¼1

The convergence of the iterative method will be further analyzed in Section 6 by monitoring the evolution
of the maximum (over all modes) normalized residual:
Rp 

maxl ½Nl ðpÞ
maxl ½Nl ðp ¼ 0Þ

ð28Þ

where the index p refers to the number of MG cycles.

5. Multigrid acceleration
It is known from the analysis of deterministic diﬀusion equations that the convergence rate is a function
of spatial frequencies. Speciﬁcally, the longest wavelengths exhibit the lowest convergence rate, while short
scales converge faster. To improve convergence, acceleration techniques based on spatial coarsening have
been proposed in the literature [6,11,41]. In the present work, we develop a multigrid technique for the
stochastic case.
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The basic idea of the multigrid technique is to treat the modes with low spatial frequencies on coarser
grids, since ﬁne spatial resolution is not required for these modes. The gain of the method is due to the
faster convergence of the long-wave modes on the coarser grids, as well as the lower CPU cost of the
corresponding iterations. Since multigrid methods are widely used, we will just recall the main ingredients
of the approach, namely (i) the deﬁnition of the grid levels, (ii) the projection step and (iii) the prolongation
procedure.
5.1. Deﬁnition of grid levels
Thanks to the regular structure of the computational grid, the coarsening is made by merging a set of
neighboring grid cells to give a single cell on the next (coarser) grid level. This leads to a hierarchical set of
grids. In the current implementation, a coarsening step consists of merging four cells (two in each direction)
with surface areas Dxk  Dy k each, to obtain a child cell with surface area Dxkþ1  Dy kþ1 ¼ 4Dxk  Dy k , the
superscripts denoting the respective grid levels. Thus, starting from a grid level k, made of Nxk  Ny k cells,
the next grid level contains Nxkþ1  Ny kþ1 ¼ ðNxk  Ny k Þ=4 cells. Clearly, this process can be repeated as
long as Nxk and Ny k are even numbers. Whenever one of the number of cells in a direction is odd, the
coarsening automatically switches to a one-dimensional coarsening procedure in which only two cells are
merged to make a child cell. This procedure is illustrated in Fig. 1, where the successive grid levels are
plotted. Clearly the procedure is optimal when Nx and Ny are powers of 2.
5.2. Projection and prolongation procedures
On the ﬁnest grid level, a small number Nou of outer iterations is ﬁrst performed. This provides apN
N
proximate solutions ð~
um Þi;jou with residuals ðRm Þi;jou . These residuals are then projected onto the next coarser
N
grid, where problem (23) is considered, with ðRm Þi;jou as the right-hand side (in lieu of ðfk Þi;j ), and with the
same but homogeneous boundary conditions. (In other words, on the coarser grids, the residual equation is
solved.) To do so, one has to provide an estimate of (k) and (Rm ) on consecutive grid levels. This is achieved
by averaging their respective values over the parent cells as illustrated in the left scheme of Fig. 2a.
On the new grid level, a few outer iterations are performed, following the same methodology, to obtain
an approximate solution and a residual. The projection process is repeated until the last grid level is
reached. Then, from the coarser grid level, where an estimate solution for the residual equation has been
obtained, it is ﬁrst transferred to the previous grid level through a prolongation procedure and then used to
correct the solution on that ﬁner grid level. In the current implementation, this is achieved by summing the
cell averaged solution at level k with the solution of its parent cell, as shown in Fig. 2b. When the solution
has been prolongated onto level k  1, a few outer iterations are performed (smoothing step) the process is
repeated until the initial, ﬁne, grid is reached.
5.3. Multigrid cycles
Starting from the original grid, the application of successive projections up to the coarsest grid level,
followed by successive prolongations up to the starting grid, is referred to as a cycle. Diﬀerent kinds of
cycles may be used [41], according to the excursion path along the grid levels. For instance, the so-called Wcycles have been designed to improve the convergence rate of the multigrid method, and many other examples can be found in the literature. Since our objective here is simply to develop a multigrid methodology
for stochastic diﬀusion equations, we have limited ourselves to the simplest case of the V -cycle as described
above. Moreover, we use a constant number of Gauss–Seidel iterations, denoted Nou , on every grid-level,
after every projection or prolongation step.
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Fig. 1. Example of grid coarsening used for the multigrid method. The base grid consists of 32  256 cells (top left). The mesh is ﬁrst
coarsened by merging four (two in each direction) cells to form a coarser child cell. When the number of cells in one direction is odd,
the coarsening process switches to 1D merging as in the last three grid levels.
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Fig. 2. Illustration of the (a) projection and (b) prolongation procedures to transfer data between two successive grid levels. In the
projection step, the residual on a given grid is transferred to the next (coarser) grid level by spatial averaging. The same methodology is
used to transfer the diﬀusivity data. For the prolongation of the solution from one grid level to the next (ﬁner) one, simple addition is
used.

5.4. Implementation of the multigrid scheme
Implementation of the MG scheme is now summarized as follows:
(1) Initialization:
• Determine spectral basis, compute and store the multiplication tensor M.
• Compute the KL decomposition of the k. (Alternatively the PC expansion of k is imported (e.g. [8]) or
set by the user.)
• Determine the system coeﬃcients for all grid levels:
For ig ¼ 1; . . . ; Ng
 Determine the grid properties: Dxig ¼ 2ig1 Dx, Dy ig ¼ 2ig1 Dy, Nxig ¼ Nx=2ig1 , Ny ¼ Ny=2ig1 .
ig
 Compute the cell averaged diﬀusion ﬁeld ðkl Þi;j , for i ¼ 1; . . . ; Nxig , j ¼ 1; . . . ; Ny ig
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ig
ig
ig
ig
 Using Eqs. (21) and (22), determine the system coeﬃcients ðClk Þig
i;j , ðEl Þi;j , ðWl Þi;j , ðNl Þi;j , and ðSl Þi;j .
 Compute and store the modiﬁed system coeﬃcients accounting for the boundary conditions:
e k Þig , ð E
e l Þig , ð W
el Þig , ð N
e l Þig , ð e
ðC
S l Þig
l i;j
i;j
i;j
i;j
i;j .
End of loop over ig
• Initialize solution.
(2) Loop over time index n:
ig¼1
(a) Compute the right-hand side of system (23) on the ﬁrst grid level: ðf~kn Þi;j .
ig¼1
(b) Initialize solution on the ﬁrst grid level: ð~
uk Þi;j ¼ ð~
unk Þi;j .
(c) Beginning of V-cycle
For ig ¼ 1; . . . ; Ng (coarsening)
• If ig > 1 then initialize the solution ð~
uÞig to zero.
• Outer loop:
For ou ¼ 1; . . . ; Nou
 Loop over spatial indices
For i ¼ 1; . . . ; Nxig
For j ¼ 1; . . . ; Nyig
Using Eq. (24), compute the right-hand side of Eq. (25).
Inner loop
For in ¼ 1; . . . ; Nin
Loop over mode index
For k ¼ 0; . . . ; P
ig
Apply Eq. (26) to ð~
uk Þi;j
End of loop over k
End of loop over in
End of loop over i, j
End of loop over ou
• If ig < Ng, then
ig
 Compute the local residual ðRk Þi;j of Eq. (23) on the current grid level.
 Project the local residuals to compute the right-hand side of Eq. (23) at the next grid level
igþ1
ig þ 1, i.e. determine ðf~k Þi;j .
End of loop over ig
For ig ¼ Ng  1; . . . ; 1 (reﬁnement)
• Update solution ð~
uk Þig through the prolongation of ð~
uk Þigþ1 .
• Outer loop:
For ou ¼ 1; . . . ; Nou
 Loop over spatial indices
For i ¼ 1; . . . ; Nxig
For j ¼ 1; . . . ; Nyig
Using Eq. (24), compute the right-hand side of Eq. (25).
Inner loop
For in ¼ 1; . . . ; Nin
Loop over mode index
For k ¼ 0; . . . ; P
ig
Apply Eq. (26) to ð~
uk Þi;j
End of loop over k
End of loop over in
End of loop over i, j
End of loop over ou
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End of loop over ig
Compute local residual ðRk Þi;j of Eq. (23) on the ﬁrst grid level. If one of the norms Nl from Eq.
(27) is greater than the prescribed threshold, then a new V-cycle is performed starting from (c).
ig¼1
(d) Determine the solution: ð~
uknþ1 Þi;j ¼ ð~
uk Þi;j , for i ¼ 1; . . . ; Nx, j ¼ 1; . . . ; Ny and k ¼ 1; . . . ; P .
(3) End of time loop

6. Results
We now present test results that show the behavior and convergence properties of the multigrid method.
For the test cases below, we set a ¼ 0 and study the stochastic diﬀusion in a square domain, with unit edgelength and with no source term (s  0). Deterministic boundary conditions are used with Dirichlet conditions on x ¼ 0 (where u ¼ 1) and x ¼ 1 (where u ¼ 0), and homogeneous Neumann boundary conditions
for the y ¼ 0 and y ¼ 1 edges. As stated previously, the spatially dependent diﬀusivity ﬁeld is modeled using
a truncated KL expansion involving N modes. It is characterized by its variance, coeﬃcient of variation,
and correlation length. To analyze the performance of the scheme, we monitor the evolution of the
maximum (over all the modes) of the L2 -norms of the normalized residuals, more speciﬁcally the decay of
the peak residual as the number of multigrid cycles increases.
6.1. Multigrid acceleration
6.1.1. Dependence on grid size
We start by examining the dependence of the convergence rate on the number of points involved in the
spatial discretization. To this end, the COV of the diﬀusivity ﬁeld is set to 0.1, with a normalized correlation
length Lc ¼ 5. A KL expansion with 5 modes is used (i.e. N ¼ 5), together with a second-order PC expansion (N0 ¼ 2). With these parameters, P ¼ 20 and so the total number of modes equals 21. The multigrid parameters are selected as follows: Nou ¼ Nin ¼ 3 and x ¼ 1:5. The computations are performed for
the spatial discretizations of Nx ¼ Ny ¼ 16, 32, 64 and 128; the corresponding number of grid levels are
Ng ¼ 4, 5, 6 and 7. For each, the maximum normalized residual is plotted against cycle number in Fig. 3.
These results clearly show the quasi-independence of the convergence rate with respect to the spatial
discretization. There is a very weak improvement in the convergence rate at the lower values of Nx and Ny,
which may be attributed to the lack of resolution in the representation of the KL modes on the coarser
meshes. This claim is supported by the observation that the convergence rate tends to be grid-size independent when Nx and Ny increase. The weak dependence of the convergence rate on the grid size also
highlights the excellent scalability of the method concerning the spatial discretization, as the CPU time
scales roughly as Nx  Ny. Note that the relaxation parameter, x, and number of inner and outer iterations,
Nou and Nin , have been selected based on systematic tests (not shown) to determine their optimal value.
While further reﬁnement of these parameters may be possible, these values will be kept the same for the
remaining cases below, unless explicitly stated.
6.1.2. Eﬀect of grid levels on MG acceleration
Fig. 4 shows the evolution of the peak normalized residual with the number of cycles for a ﬁxed grid with
Nx ¼ Ny ¼ 32. Results obtained for diﬀerent numbers of grid levels in the V-cycles are shown, namely
Ng ¼ 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.
The results clearly show the eﬀect of MG acceleration with increasing number of grid levels. The setting
Ng ¼ 1 corresponds to the Gauss–Seidel iteration, applied to the initial system of equations with no
coarsening. Thus, after the ﬁrst V-cycle (that is 2Nou ¼ 6 GS iterations) the short-scales in the residual
(mostly related to the Dirichlet boundary conditions) have been reduced and the convergence rate falls
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Fig. 3. Convergence of the iterative scheme for diﬀerent spatial discretizations: Nx ¼ Ny ¼ 16, 32, 64 and 128. The corresponding
number of grid levels are Ng ¼ 4, 5, 6 and 7. COV ¼ 0:1, Lc ¼ 5, N ¼ 5, N0 ¼ 2 (P ¼ 20), x ¼ 1:5, Nou ¼ Nin ¼ 3.

Fig. 4. Convergence of the iterative scheme for Nx ¼ Ny ¼ 32 and Ng ¼ 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. COV ¼ 0:1, Lc ¼ 1, N ¼ 10, N0 ¼ 2 (P ¼ 65),
x ¼ 1:5, Nou ¼ Nin ¼ 3.

dramatically. This clearly illustrates the lower convergence rate of the larger length scales. When the
number of grid levels is increased to Ng ¼ 2 the convergence rate is slightly improved, but the iterative
method is still ineﬃcient. In fact, the ﬁrst signiﬁcant improvement is reported for Ng ¼ 3, where one observes a residual reduction factor per V-cycle of approximately 0.78. With Ng ¼ 4, the convergence rate is
much larger, as the residual reduction factor per V-cycle is approximately 0.2. As expected, the largest
convergence rate is observed for Ng ¼ 5, with a residual reduction factor close to 0.1. These tests show that
the discretization parameters Nx and Ny should be selected, to the extent possible, so that the coarsest grid
level has a minimum number of cells in each direction. Note, in particular, that the large improvement in
convergence rate between Ng ¼ 3 and Ng ¼ 5 is achieved at a very low additional CPU cost, since the fourth
and last grid levels only involve 16 and 4 cells respectively.
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Fig. 5. Peak normalized residual versus cycle number: (a) ﬁrst-order PC expansion with N ¼ 10, 20, 30, 50 and 80; (b) second-order PC
expansion with N ¼ 10 (P ¼ 65), 15 (P ¼ 135) and 20 (P ¼ 230). In both cases, Nx ¼ Ny ¼ 32, Lc ¼ 1, Nin ¼ Nou ¼ 3, and x ¼ 1:5.

6.2. Inﬂuence of stochastic representation parameters
The behavior of the MG scheme is now investigated in terms of the stochastic representation parameters,
namely the number, N , of KL modes used in the representation of the stochastic diﬀusivity ﬁeld, and the
order, N0 , of the PC expansion. In the tests below, the spatial discretization parameters are held ﬁxed, as are
the over-relaxation parameter, x ¼ 1:5, the number of grid levels, Ng ¼ 5, and the number of iterations
performed on each grid level, Nin ¼ Nou ¼ 3. The coeﬃcient of variation and correlation length are also held
ﬁxed, COV ¼ 0:1 and Lc ¼ 1, respectively.
6.2.1. Number of KL modes
In these tests, the impact of the number of modes retained in the KL expansion of the diﬀusivity ﬁeld is
investigated by varying N . Results are reported in Fig. 5, where the peak normalized residual is plotted
against cycle number for (a) ﬁrst-order PC expansion with N ranging from 10 to 80, and (b) second-order
PC expansion with N ¼ 10, 15 and 20 (P ¼ 65, 135 and 230, respectively). For both ﬁrst- and second-order
expansions, the evolution of the residual is independent of N , again showing the eﬃciency of the MG
scheme. Note that in the present case one cannot infer from this behavior a linear relationship between N
and the CPU time. The latter is in fact a strong function of the number of non-zero terms in M, which
depends on both N and N0 . This contrasts with previous observation regarding scalability of the scheme
with respect to the number of grid points.
6.2.2. Eﬀect of PC expansion order on rate of convergence
The results of the previous section show a dependence of the convergence rate of the multigrid method
on the order of the PC expansion. This dependence is further investigated by setting N ¼ 10 and varying
N0 from 1 to 3; with P ¼ 10, 65 and 285, respectively. The convergence of the iterations for these cases is
illustrated in Fig. 6, which depicts the behavior of the peak residual as the number of cycles increases.
The results indicate that the convergence rate decreases slightly as the order of the PC expansion increases. The residual reduction factor per cycle is about 0.09 for N0 ¼ 1 and approximately 0.2 for N0 ¼ 3.
In light of the experiences above, it is evident that the present reduction in convergence rate is not due to the
increase in number of modes P , but rather to the need for additional cycles in order to propagate the
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Fig. 6. Peak normalized residual versus cycle number for N0 ¼ 1 (P ¼ 10), N0 ¼ 2 (P ¼ 65), and N0 ¼ 3 (P ¼ 285). In all cases, N ¼ 10,
Nx ¼ Ny ¼ 32, Lc ¼ 1, Nin ¼ Nou ¼ 3, and x ¼ 1:5.

residual for coupled terms of diﬀerent order. For the present examples, the convergence rate is still satisfactory for N0 ¼ 3. In situations requiring higher order expansions, however, further improvement may be
required. This could be achieved for instance by blending the (spatial) MG concepts with a spectral (mode)
coarsening procedure.
6.3. Eﬀects of diﬀusivity ﬁeld statistics
We now analyze the eﬀects of the diﬀusivity ﬁeld characteristics on the convergence rate, by varying its
statistical parameters. We recall that the diﬀusivity is parametrized through its COV, which represents the
normalized local statistical spread of the realizations about the expected value, and the correlation length,
which accounts for the spatial variability of the process. The eﬀects of these two parameters are analyzed
separately below.
6.3.1. Eﬀect of diﬀusivity variance
Tests on the eﬀect of the variance of the diﬀusivity ﬁeld are performed using Lc ¼ 1, a KL expansion with
N ¼ 25, and PC expansion of ﬁrst and second order (P ¼ 25 and 350, respectively). A 32  32 computational grid is used and the MG parameters are as follows: x ¼ 1:5, Nou ¼ Nin ¼ 3 and Ng ¼ 5. Results with
diﬀerent values of rk are reported in Fig. 7.
The results show that, as expected, the convergence rate is strongly dependent on the variance of the
diﬀusivity ﬁeld. Actually, the highest convergence rate is achieved for the lowest values of COV (rk ¼ 0:025)
where the residual is reduced with each MG cycle, by a factor of about 0.05 for N0 ¼ 1 (Fig. 7a) and
approximately 0.06 for N0 ¼ 2 (Fig. 7b). Consistent with previous ﬁndings, for the same values of rk (and
COV) the second-order PC expansion exhibits slower convergence rate than the ﬁrst-order scheme.
Moreover, when COV increases, the convergence rate decreases for both the ﬁrst- and second-order expansions, but the reduction is more substantial in the latter case. As noted previously, the diﬀusivity ﬁeld
should be positive at any point inside the domain. However, the KL expansion does not guarantee this
constraint, and the probability that this constraint is violated increases as COV increases. In fact, for
COV P 0:4 and N0 ¼ 2, the solver did not converge. In contrast, with a ﬁrst-order expansion the MG
iterations did converge for COV ¼ 0:4, but with a very low convergence rate (not shown). It should be
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Fig. 7. Peak residual versus number of cycles for diﬀerent values of rk : (a) ﬁrst-order PC expansion and (b) second-order PC
expansion. In all cases, Lc ¼ 1, N ¼ 25, x ¼ 1:5, Nou ¼ Nin ¼ 3, Ng ¼ 5 and Nx ¼ Ny ¼ 32.

emphasized, however, that the deterioration of convergence rate with increasing COV is due to the extreme
behavior of the corresponding problem, and therefore is not inherent to the present multigrid scheme.
6.3.2. Inﬂuence of the correlation length
The eﬀect of the correlation length is analyzed in this section by performing computations with a ﬁxed
variance (COV ¼ 0:1) but varying Lc . As illustrated in Fig. 8, as Lc decreases, the spectrum of k broadens
with higher amplitudes in the small scales. Since the variance is ﬁxed, however, the ‘‘energy’’ content of the
spectrum remains constant.
Fig. 9 shows the convergence rate of the MG iterations for diﬀerent correlation lengths, Lc ¼ 0:25, 0.5, 1,
2 and 5. Plotted are results obtained using both ﬁrst- and second-order PC expansions. The results show a
weak dependence of the convergence rate on Lc , indicating that the MG method eﬀectively maintains its
good convergence properties even as small-scale ﬂuctuations in k increase. The weak dependence of the
convergence rate on spatial lengthscales of k has also been observed in deterministic simulations (not
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Fig. 8. Spectra of the eigenvalues, bk , of the KL expansion for diﬀerent correlation lengths Lc ¼ 0:25, 0.5, 1 and 5.
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Fig. 9. Peak residual versus number of cycles for N ¼ 20 KL modes and diﬀerent values of Lc : (a) ﬁrst-order PC expansion (P ¼ 20);
(b) second-order PC expansion (P ¼ 350). In all cases, COV ¼ 0:1, Nin ¼ Nout ¼ 3, x ¼ 1:5 and Nx ¼ Ny ¼ 32.

shown). This shows that the extension of the MG scheme to stochastic problems does not adversely aﬀect
its eﬀectiveness in dealing with spatially varying diﬀusivity. Closer analysis of the results in Fig. 9 also
supports our previous observation that the convergence rate for ﬁrst-order PC expansions is larger than for
the second-order case, but diﬀerences are once again small.
As shown in Fig. 8, decreasing Lc results in a broader eigenvalue spectrum, which raises the question
whether N ¼ 20 KL modes is suﬃcient to capture all the relevant scales of k. This question arises because
truncation of the KL expansion removes the highest spatial frequencies, and leads to under-estimation of the
variance. To verify that the near collapse of the curves in Fig. 9 with decreasing Lc is not due to such
truncation, simulations were repeated using a ﬁrst-order PC expansion and a higher number of KL modes,
N ¼ 105. The results (not shown) exhibit essentially the same convergence rate as with N ¼ 20. This indicates
that the the truncation of the KL expansion does not aﬀect the convergence rate of the multigrid solver.
6.4. Selection of multigrid parameters
The computational tests above were performed with ﬁxed MG parameters, which enabled direct comparison between various cases and thus simpliﬁed the analysis. It is evident, however, that tuning these
parameters can improve the eﬃciency of the method. For the test cases in the previous sections, selecting
x 2 ½1:2; 1:7 results in convergent iterations, but varying x within this range aﬀected the convergence rate.
Speciﬁcally, for ﬁxed tolerance on the peak residual (1010 ), the number of cycles needed to achieve this
level varied between 3 and 5 cycles. Consequently, tests should generally be conducted in order to select the
optimal x value for the problem at hand. A similar optimization process should also be conducted for
proper selection of the number of inner and outer iterations. Clearly, using a large number of outer iterations results in an ineﬃcient method, since one does not want to perform a large number of outer iterations on the initial grid level. At the same time, a minimal number of outer iterations is required during
prolongation in order to smooth the solution suﬃciently before switching to the next grid level. Thus, Nou
should be carefully optimized. Meanwhile, Nin should be set to the minimum value above which the convergence rate starts to decrease.
Lastly, the eﬃciency of the multigrid procedure can also be drastically improved by designing cycles with
a more complex structure than the simple V-cycle used in the present work. To illustrate the improvement
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multigrid cycle
Fig. 10. Example of line-coarsening strategy for highly stretched grids. Instead of the usual V-cycle, the coarsening is ﬁrst performed
along the well resolved direction, and next in the second direction. Treatment (sub-cycles) of the second direction is repeated until the
residual is reduced to the selected tolerance level.

Fig. 11. Convergence rate of MG iterations: V-cycle approach (top) and line coarsening strategy (bottom). Curves are generated for
solutions obtained in domains with diﬀerent aspect ratio, L=H . In both sets of simulations, Nx ¼ 128, Ny ¼ 32, Nou ¼ 3, Nin ¼ 2,
x ¼ 1:5, N0 ¼ 2 and N ¼ 3. The stochastic diﬀusivity ﬁeld has Lc ¼ L and COV ¼ 0:1.

that can be achieved by adaptation of cycle structure, a line-coarsening strategy, designed for highly
stretched grids and/or domains with high aspect ratios, is brieﬂy outlined below. Assuming that Dx  Dy,
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the strategy consists of (i) performing a 1D-coarsening along the y-direction only, which eventually leads to
a quasi-1D problem in x; (ii) applying a 1D MG approach in the x-direction, which is iterated until the
overall tolerance level is reached; and (iii) performing a prolongation in the y-direction only. This cycle,
whose structure is schematically illustrated in Fig. 10, is repeated until the residual on the original ﬁne grid
drops below the desired tolerance level.
In Fig. 11 we contrast the convergence rates of the MG scheme using the V-cycles and of the adapted
MG scheme outlined above. In both cases, the number of grid cells is ﬁxed, Nx ¼ 128 and Ny ¼ 32, but the
aspect ratio, L=H , of the domain is varied. Note that the case L=H ¼ 4 corresponds to a grid with square
cells, i.e. Dx ¼ Dy. For the V-cycle iterations, the results indicate that the convergence rate deteriorates as
the cell aspect ratio increases. Meanwhile, with the line-coarsening strategy, the convergence rate improves
as L=H is increased from 8 to 40; for higher aspect ratios, up to L=H ¼ 400, the convergence rate decreases
slightly, but remains at a satisfactory level. In contrast, for such high aspect ratios, the regular V-cycle
iterations are quite ineﬃcient.

7. Conclusions
A multigrid scheme for the simulation of steady and unsteady stochastic diﬀusion equations was developed, and computational tests were conducted to analyze its behavior. In particular, these tests show
that:
• The MG scheme exhibits a fast rate of convergence and good scalability with respect to spatial resolution
in a ﬁxed domain.
• The convergence rate is independent of the number of stochastic dimensions as long as the variance of
the diﬀusivity ﬁeld is held ﬁxed.
• The convergence rate drops slowly as the order of the PC expansion increases.
• The convergence rate deteriorates substantially as the variance of the stochastic diﬀusivity ﬁeld becomes
large, but satisfactory convergence rates are still observed for COV up to 0.2. On the other hand, the
convergence rate decreases slightly as the correlation length of the stochastic diﬀusivity ﬁeld is decreased.
• Selection of MG parameters and cycle structure can drastically aﬀect the eﬃciency of the iterations.
These parameters should therefore be carefully optimized.
Future work will aim at enhancing the present MG approach, particularly for situations involving large
variance and high order PC expansions. An attractive approach that is currently being explored is based on
exploiting the structure and sparsity of the stochastic system. This structure suggests a hierarchical iterative
strategy [34], which has been successfully exploited in the context of stochastic ﬁnite elements. In particular,
it appears that incorporation of such an approach into the present MG framework could lead to a substantial performance enhancement.
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